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Email *

Hoyt.Prindle@gmail.com

Democrat

Republican

Independent

Other

Prefer not disclose

The City of Tampa faces massive challenges that accompany historic growth and a changing economy. I am 
a seasoned business professional and advocate who will be ready on day one to tackle the important 
challenges Tampa faces, most importantly housing and transportation. 

Tampa City Council 2023 survey Creative
Loafing Tampa Bay (non-incumbent)
Creative Loa�ng Tampa Bay is beginning to put its voting guide together and would love to get some 
feedback from you since you’re on the ballot. This is a pretty basic form asking you about your background 
and how you’d vote on certain issues. It includes multiple choice questions and lots of room for you to 
explain answers in your own words. We’ll de�nitely be reaching back out with follow ups after your initial 
response. We’d like to hear back from by before Jan. 23 if possible. These responses are all on the record.

Your race is non-partisan, but do you care to disclose your party affiliation?

Could you give us your quick elevator pitch? *



2/2/23, 1:44 PM Tampa City Council 2023 survey Creative Loafing Tampa Bay (non-incumbent)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rwdy1Ss9yJcFdKuXDNss_Akv52MZsG3BmzKOZzyN720/edit#response=ACYDBNgZZKJlD429HKChrMy_3BY0L0dkuoVsgD… 2/8

Being an elected official is an awesome responsibility that is not about self-promotion or self-
aggrandizement, but about bettering the communities being served and improving the lives of ordinary 
people. My background as both a commercial lender and a lawyer would bring a unique perspective that 
melds the business prospectives required to understand economic growth and the feasibility of projects 
(especially in the realm of housing) with the legal skills to work within our powers as city council to make 
these projects a reality. I am a tireless advocate who want to go to city council to be a workhorse to resolve 
and fix the big problems in our community, most notably a lack of affordable housing and multimodal 
transportation systems. 

Please feel free to give us a more robust explanation of your background and why you want to be
a city councilperson.
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I am a results-oriented leader. People love to talk about what they are going to do to fix problems, but few 
people undertake the tireless work required to fix them. However, just as important as undertaking the 
tireless work to fix problems is understanding what levers of power to push to effectuate actual change. I 
have a successful background of delivering results, both professionally, and in my advocacy in the 
community. In my professional career as an underwriter and assistant vice president, the SBA approved over 
$140 million in loan funding for loans I was involved in. I also was able to secure cosponsors in Congress 
for favorable legislation to improve SBA loan programs when others in the industry could not. 

When advocating for the community, I have been successful at mitigating harmful legislation and projects. 
In 2010, I identified a bill in the state legislature that would have harmed Florida State University, University 
of South Florida, and other state institutions by naming the University of Florida the state's sole flagship 
university and directing additional resources solely to UF. I organized local alumni oppositions from multiple 
universities and ultimately the bill did not go through as planned. For these efforts, I received an Award of 
Distinction from the Florida Public Relations Association in 2011. 

In 2015 and 2016, I worked with local activists to help stop the TBX project, which would have expanded our 
urban freeways to the detriment of our local community. The collective efforts of many great local residents 
has significantly narrowed the scope of the original TBX project. 

During the 2020 George Floyd riots, I saw an opportunity to bring our community together to end the 
negative impacts of racially discriminatory transportation policy. I presented a draft resolution on racial 
discrimination in transportation to the Hillsborough Transportation Planning Organization's (TPO) Citizens 
Advisory Committee (15-0), on which I serve as a member. After being appointed a chair of a committee to 
enhance the resolution, the resolution presented passed the CAC 15-0. I then presented the resolution to the 
full TPO board, which passed it 13-0. Now TPO staff must take into account the negative effects on our 
historically disadvantaged communities when planning transportation projects. 

On Tampa City Council, I intend to continue to be a results-oriented leader, who is not there to grandstand, 
but who will work hard to deliver results to this city on the big issues it faces. 

Tampeño

Tampanian

Other:

What makes you more qualified than the incumbent or any of your other opponents in the race.
We'd like to read specific examples and reasoning.

What do you call someone from Tampa?
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STAN 100%

Reluctantly Stan

Needs a redesign

Tampa cannot afford to lose money from its budget defending lawsuits on projects that pass all of the legal 
requirements to be approved. While I sympathize with residents who feel like development is encroaching on 
their communities, the city council cannot simply deny projects because they or residents don't like them. 
There must be a reasonable legal basis for the denial. Based on my understanding of the legal points at 
issue for this project, there was not a sufficient legal basis for the denial, so rather than subject the city to a 
lawsuit that will drain money away from other uses, I would have voted to approve the project. On Tampa 
City Council, I want to work with our developers and neighborhoods to reform the comprehensive plan and 
land development code so that we are working together to build development that is more likely to be 
agreed upon and community appropriate. 

This would have been a tough vote. My understanding is that TPD officers and the Tampa PBA very much 
wanted Butch Delgado and the PBA was not in favor of hiring Mary O'Connor, given issues in her past. 
However, the mayor as the former police chief has an understanding of how the police department works 
and what is necessary for it to run well. Balancing the issues, I think I would have voted against O'Connor. 

When it comes to the municipal flag of Tampa, do you stan or would you change it?

Tampa City Council recently rejected a Harbour Island hotel proposal after loud outcry from
residents. As promised, the developer is suing the city for $6.6 million. How would you have voted
on the proposal, given all the context of neighborhood feedback and Tampa's trajectory as an
emerging metro?

Hindsight is 20/20 at this point, but go back to the appointment of former police chief Mary
O'Connor. Given the community feedback on Jane Castor's pick, would you have voted to confirm
O'Connor for the position? Feel free to explain why or why not.
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I do not find it terribly surprising that the Tampa PBA asked questions about BLM, given the protests that 
occurred here in 2020, including the evening at University Mall and the surrounding areas, which included 
confrontations between police and protestors, with at least one officer getting burned by a mortar being 
fired at police. My speculation would be that perhaps TPD did not ask about white supremacists because 
they have not had any run-ins with them. However, I understand why the African American community is 
upset and feels targeted by the questionnaire. I think we need to continue to work together as a community 
to bring understanding, collaboration, and trust between TPD and our African American and other 
historically disadvantaged communities. 

I would have voted no on subpoena power for the Citizens Review Board. As a lawyer, I understand that 
issuing subpoenas to anyone is very serious and must be taken with the utmost care. Someone who is 
issued a subpoena in a court case has the right to challenge that subpoena in court. If I, as a lawyer, 
improperly issue a subpoena, I can be sanctioned by the Court and face other disciplinary action, including 
from the Florida Bar. From talking to other lawyers, my understanding is that for subpoenas issued from the 
CRB, there is no legal enforcement mechanism or recourse. Any resident issued a subpoena can ignore it 
and the courts do not have jurisdiction to enforce compliance. Such a system seems set up to bring 
confusion and chaos to our residents. 

I am more conflicted on the issue of having an attorney for the Citizens Review Board. My understanding is 
that TPD has been cooperative in turning over requested documents to the CRB. Additionally, hiring an 
attorney is an expenditure for taxpayers. I am not sure I have seen a compelling rationale illustrating the 
need for a CRB attorney based on my understanding of the interactions between TPD and the CRB. 
Nonetheless, given a significant segment of the community seems to want an attorney for the CRB, I see 
little harm in allowing the residents to vote on it and would have voted with Luis Viera and others to put it on 
the ballot. 

Staying on the topic of police. The Tampa PBA recently sent out a candidate survey that ruffled
feathers, in part, because it asked about a candidate's support or affiliation with Black Live Matter,
but skipped any questions about affiliations with white supremacist groups. From the dais, one
city councilman asked the PBA to apologize. How would you have reacted to the survey, had you
received it?

Would you have voted in support of expanded oversight capability—including subpoena power—
for Tampa's police Citizens Review Board? Please feel free to expand on your yes or no answer.
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The first thing any council member should do in a situation like the one with the Hanna Avenue Project is go 
to the executive branch and ask for details and an explanation. If such details and an explanation are 
unsatisfactory, then city council is within its oversight power to demand more of an explanation. I 
understand that the city attorneys have said that the project has complied with all legal requirements for the 
bidding process, but I would have asked for more details to outline that compliance. 

I do not support rent control. The proponents of rent control cannot point to a housing market with rent 
controls that is not in a borderline state of crisis and without severe inequities. Rent stabilization, while 
better, is not likely to solve the housing crisis we have here in Tampa. 

Even if one wanted rent control or rent stabilization, the state of Florida preempts local ordinance on this 
issue. The state puts very strict restrictions on the issue, including allowing it for only one year if all legal 
requirements are met. The city did not have the appropriate studies and data to satisfy the requirements 
under statute of a housing emergency. If put on the ballot, it would immediately have drawn a lawsuit that 
likely would have been successful, costing the city in unnecessary legal fees. I would not have supported the 
rent control measure as proposed. 

I will do everything that I can to create the regulatory conditions that allow us to get new housing online as 
quickly as possible to reduce average rents. I also would support continuing to enhance the City of Tampa’s 
Rental and Move-In Assistance Program (RMAP).

A year ago, Tampa's Hanna Avenue 'City Center' project faced scrutiny after the public learned
that its budget was increased from roughly $6 million to $108 million without a public RFP. Did
that process trouble you? How would you have handled if you were on council?

At a March 2022 press conference, Tampa Mayor Jane Castor told reporters that rent stabilization
and rent control aren't viable solutions to the housing crisis because the measures would "kill
development." What is your stance on rent control, and how would you have voted last August
when council was talked out of putting the issue of rent control on last November's ballot?

https://www.cltampa.com/news/tampa-mayor-jane-castor-says-rent-control-would-kill-development-instead-up-to-5-million-will-go-to-landlords-13023794
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I think the strong-mayor form of government in Tampa absolutely contributes to its success. That doesn't 
mean that providing reasonable oversight weakens the strong mayor system. It should be unsurprising that 
mayors want to protect and maximize their power, just as the President of the United States does.I am 
supportive of allowing the voters to vote on the recent charter changes the Tampa City Council put on the 
ballot, overriding Mayor Castor’s veto. 

I would not vote to relocate the Christopher Columbus statute at this time. Tampa has a proud history of 
Italian immigrants. I think we need to have more dialogue as a community on this issue before voting to 
relocate the statue. 

As currently proposed, I would vote against PURE. We cannot risk polluting our aquifer with PFAS and other 
forever chemicals. Once that bell is rung, it cannot be un-rung. The city should use its lobbyists to unwind 
the legislation that mandates these wastewater issues be resolved by 2032. 

Last Halloween, as council was set to vote on charter amendments, Mayor Jane Castor said, "For
more than fifty years, mayors and city councils have worked together for the betterment of our city
under its current form of government. This system has served us well and resulted in a stronger,
more prosperous city – and today, more than 90 percent of Tampa residents say they trust their
city government."

That echoes a sentiment from former Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn, but we'd argue that the last 50
years has led to an inflection point where maybe the city should consider not abolishing the
strong mayor form of government, but giving council more tools to check the mayor's power.

Especially now after Castor's recent vetoes, what's your take on charter amendments, specifically
those that would give council more avenues to balance power in city hall?

If a vote to relocate the Christopher Columbus statue came up, how would you vote? Please
answer yes or now, and feel free to explain why.

Last September, council members all expressed either doubt or complete disapproval of the
administration's PURE wastewater plans as a whole. The Tampa Bay Times recently confirmed
environmentalists' concerns and reported that it was actually Tampa lobbyists who helped craft
the legislation that will require Tampa to find some other use for the wastewater by 2032. What's
your take on the situation? Would you have pushed on with PURE as it was presented?
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I understand that there are passions and legitimate disputes surrounding many of the issues facing our city. 
However, I think we can solve these problems by being respectful towards each other and listening to each 
other. We do not need to bring Washington, D.C. style politics to Tampa. I intend to return respect and 
decorum to Tampa City Council and will work with anyone I need to in order to solve the big challenges our 
city faces. 

This form was created inside of Creative Loa�ng Tampa.

Please feel free to freestyle and tell us about anything that you didn't get to address above.
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